Montana Professional Photographers Association

2010 Print Competition and Exhibition.

OFFICIAL PRINT COMPETITION AND EXHIBITION RULES

Print Chairwoman – Amy Burkenpas--- amy@amyburkenpas.com   (406) 581-6279

Assistant Print Chair – Lisa Cetrone--- lisa@cetronestudio.com (406) 656-8110

Please study, understand and follow these rules carefully.  Failure to do so may result in disqualification of offending entries. 

1. 
ELIGIBILITY AND CLOSING DATE

A. Any professional photographer who is an active or associate member of the MPPA and whose 2010 dues are paid before noon on April 16, 2010 may enter.  In order to be qualified for all awards (Kodak & MPPA) in the print competition you must also have the convention registration fees paid by April 16, 2010. 

B. Entrance fee:   MPPA members will be $75.00 per print case. Student, Judges, and Exhibition print case fees will be $25.00. Out-of-State entries entrance fee is $85.00 per print case.  All checks are to be made payable to the Montana Professional Photographers Association or MPPA.

C. Closing Date: 

- All Print Competition Entry Emails must be received no later than Friday, April 9, 2010 by 5pm
- All entries must be delivered no later than 5:00 PM on Friday, April 16, 2010 via UPS, Federal Express, First   Class mail or hand delivered only!    No bus carrier! 

Ship to: 

Amy Burkenpas



Amy Burkenpas Photography



218 Timberline Dr.



Bozeman, MT 59718

If you choose to hand deliver your prints, you may also deliver them by 5pm to the Holiday Inn Front desk & leave for the print chairperson.   Please phone Amy @ 406-581-6279 to let her know you have done this so your case can be counted for.

There will be no cases accepted on Saturday, April 17th.  Everything to be delivered to Amy Burkenpas Photography by Friday, April 16, 2010.  No Exceptions!

2. 
ENTRIES ALLOWED AND PRINT CASES

A. 
For General, Masters, and Student Divisions: a total of six (6) entries are permitted per case (not including Senior Folio entry).  These may be prints, transparencies or  wedding albums. To be eligible for any awards there must be a minimum of four (4) entries per print case.  Wedding albums will be counted as one (1) entry.  

B. 
No two (2) prints/images shall be of the same subject, object or location. Each print/image must be distinctly different.  For Senior Folio entries only will multiple images of same subject be allowed.

C.
Images previously entered in any past MPPA competition are not eligible.

D.
No entry will be eligible that has been made under the supervision of an instructor or as a class assignment.

E. 
All entries must be shipped in a fabric, fiber, plastic or metal shipping case only. Entries delivered in cardboard or any other type of container will not be opened.

F. 
Only one photographer’s entries per case.

G. 
Completed entry forms and entry fee must be enclosed in every print case.  Failure to complete all steps will lead to disqualification of offending entries. 

3. 
ENTRANTS CERTIFICATION OF RESPONSIBILITY AND PERMISSION

A. Every entrant must certify that she or he created, composed and made the exposure and that processing, printing and any special effects were done by her or him or under their direction.

B. Each entry was not created, composed or made while under the supervision of an instructor, any other person (s) or part of any class assignment.

1. STUDENT ENTRIES: may have been created, composed, or exposed as part of any past class assignment or under direct or indirect supervision of an instructor or any other person.  The final print entry must have all printing and any special effects done by the Student or under hers or his direction. (refer to STUDENT ENTRIES, section A.)

C. The exhibitor, of any entered image that includes a likeness of any person(s), regardless of whether that person(s) is identifiable or not, must have available and be able to provide to the Print Chairman upon request, a Model Release signed by that person(s) specifically stating that she or he grants permission to the maker to utilize that image of their likeness for competition, exhibition or commercial use.

D.
Entries submitted in the 2010 Print Competition and Exhibition will be used by Montana Professional Photographers Association (MPPA) in the form of awards night slide show, web site display, Association newsletter and general information packets.

4. 
CLASSIFICATION OF ENTRIES

A. 
Portrait

1. 
Male

2. 
Female

3. 
Child (one subject)

4. 
Couples (two subjects)

5. 
Groups (three or more subjects)

B. 
Wedding
All Images pertaining to brides, weddings or social event.


C. 
Wedding Album
Refer to Album Rules. (8)


D.
Multi Maker Wedding Album Refer to Album Rules. (8)


E. 
Non Event Album Refer to Album Rules. (8)

              F. 
Commercial/Industrial
Prints or transparencies are allowed. Tear sheets (if applicable) and 50 word or less statement of purpose must be enclosed in an 8.5 x 11 envelope attached to the bottom right back of the print or transparency mount.  Please keep envelope flap open & secure envelope with tape on three sides--- at both sides and bottom. 

G. 
Unclassified or Illustrative Includes but is not limited to creative, scenic, photographic art and photojournalism and digital.

H.
Electronic Imaging  Must have been sourced, composited, manipulated and/or produced by digital means.

I. 
Senior Folio. Refer to Senior Folio Rules. (7)

5.  
IDENTIFICATION

A. 
No title, name of maker, award ribbons or seals may appear on the front of any entries.

B. 
Studio Imprints in Albums or Folios must be covered so as not to be visible.

C. 
Title of the image, maker’s name, address and print classification are to be clearly labeled with label securely affixed and displayed in the upper left hand corner on the back of each mount. Entries not clearly labeled may be rejected.

D. 
Each entered image shall have a completed Official Print Competition Entry Form taped in the upper right hand corner. 

6. 
MOUNTING

A. 
All prints must be permanently mounted on 16 x 20 inch maximum, 15.5 x 19.5 minimum mount board.  Masonite is not allowed. Entry thickness shall be a minimum of 1/8 inch and a maximum of 3/8 inch at any point of the entry. Entries may not be framed or under glass. Plastic covering is permitted, but not recommended.   Overlay mats and under lays are permitted. Expanded PVC (such as Sintra TM is permissible: 3mm minimum, 4mm maximum.).

B.
Prints may be less than 16 x 20 and any shape, but must be mounted on the above-mentioned board. To prevent damage to other prints, no foreign material may be added to the surface of the print other than standard retouching materials.

C.
Color Transparencies may be entered in the Commercial/Industrial category only. All transparencies 2.25 x 2.25 inch and larger must be masked and mounted on a 12 x 12 inch black mat with the area to be viewed (minimum 2.25 x 2.25 inch) cut from the mat. 35mm transparencies will not be accepted. Each slide must be in an 8.5 x 11 envelope or larger with the completed entry form affixed to the envelope.

7. 
SENIOR FOLIO ENTRIES

Senior Folio Competition is intended to be a showcase of a photographer’s unique presentation of a Senior Folio.  PLEASE NOTE: GUIDELINES HAVE CHANGED FOR 2010

A. The Senior Folio must be presented in a standard 8 hole folio COVER, in either a barn door or book style.  Inside mat may be a standard 4x5 or a design of the photographer’s choice.  Manipulation is encouraged!

B. Image total is limited to a maximum of 12 finished images of ONE individual’s senior session(s).  Folios with multiple seniors will NOT be accepted.  Prints are intended to be finished and manipulated at the photographer’s discretion.  

C. Folio cover as purchased from a dealer is required.  No modifications of the outside cover will be allowed. The inside of cover presentation is at the discretion of the photographer.  If present on the folio, the Studio name and/or maker’s name is required to be covered.    

D. All General, Masters, and Students will compete in one category--- awarding only one first, second and third place awards.  

E. 
Judging will be based on technical quality, lighting, posing, finish, composition, impact, variety and overall storytelling presentation. 

F. 
Only one (1) Senior Folio entry per member is permitted. 

G. 
A Senior Folio submission will not be added to the total number of prints entered per case.

H. Senior Folios will not be included in any other scoring.

8. WEDDING ALBUM RULES

A. 
Albums will be judged for impact, creativity, style, print quality, technique, story content, expressions of subjects, lighting, presentation and salability of work.

B.
 Rules for entering single maker albums



1. 
All photographs must be from the same wedding/social event.

2. 
Submission of an album will be counted as one print entry



3. 
Album cover size may not exceed 400 square inches.

4. 
Albums must be shipped in fabric, fiber, plastic or metal shipping case. See rule 2 (E)

5. 
Albums must be single volume; two volume albums will not be accepted.

6. 
An image that is part of an album may not be entered as an individual submission in another category.

C.
 Rules for multi-maker album entries:

D. Each entrant must pay the appropriate entry fee.

D. Each maker must be a MPPA member with current dues paid.

D. Each album must have the official entry label with the names of each MPPA entrant.

D. Images in the album must be the work of the entrants (non associated photographers will be disqualified), with a minimum of 20 images per entrant.

D. Multi-maker albums will be judged as one entry.

9.
NON EVENT ALBUM RULES 

A. 
Albums will be judged for impact, creativity, style, print quality, technique, story content, expressions of subjects, lighting, presentation and salability of work.

B.
 Rules for entering single maker albums



1. 
All photographs must be from the same wedding/social event.

2. 
Submission of an album will be counted as one print entry



3. 
Album cover size may not exceed 400 square inches.

4. 
Albums must be shipped in fabric, fiber, plastic or metal shipping case. See rule 2 (E)

5. 
Albums must be single volume; two volume albums will not be accepted.

6. 
An image that is part of an album may not be entered as an individual submission in another category.

C.
 Rules for multi-maker album entries:


1.
Each entrant must pay the appropriate entry fee.


2.
Each maker must be a MPPA member with current dues paid.


3.
Each album must have the official entry label with the names of each MPPA entrant.


4.
Images in the album must be the work of the entrants (non associated photographers will be 


disqualified), with a minimum of 20 images per entrant.


5.
Multi-maker albums will be judged as one entry.

10. 
MASTERS COMPETITION RULES

A. 
Only those MPPA members holding the PPA Masters Degree are eligible to enter the Masters Competition.

B.
Masters rules are the same as Official Print Rules with the following additions:

1. 
Each entry may not exceed 480 square inches and not be smaller that 80 square inches with the longest dimension 24 inches.

2. 
Entrance fee is $65.00 per print case for Masters of Photography.

3.
First, Second & Third place awards in the Master's classification will be given for each of the categories listed below and for “Master Photographer" of the year. Masters prints are also eligible for judge’s choice, Kodak Gallery, & Fuji Masterpiece. 

Note: Check the Masters box when signing the certification on the entry form.

The categories for which “First Place” Master’s awards will be given are:

a.
Portrait

1.
Male

2.
Female

3.
Child (one subject)

4.
Couples (two subjects)

5. 
Groups (three or more subjects)





b.
Wedding





c.
Wedding Album

d.
Unclassified or Illustrative

e. Commercial / Industrial

f. Electronic Imaging

11.
OUT OF STATE ENTRIES

A. Entry fee is $85.00 per print case.  (MPPA Print Judges' entry fee is $ 25.00.) Entries must comply with all previously stated rules.  These entries will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values, and will not be eligible for MPPA awards other that "Best Out of  State" award.

12.
STUDENT ENTRIES

A. 
Students may compete in the MPPA Print Competition. Student entries must be original and may have been created, composed, or exposed as part of any past class assignment or under direct or indirect supervision of an instructor or any other person.  The final print entry must have all printing and any special effects done by the Student or under hers or his direction.

B. 
Student entries must adhere to all other rules and requirements herein stated.

C.           Student entry fee is $25.00 per print case.

D.
Student entries will only be considered for "Student Status" awards. Student Entries will not be eligible for Fuji Masterpiece or Kodak Gallery awards.
13. 
EXHIBITOR ENTRIES

A. 
Any commercial supplier, color lab representative or other photographic product exhibitor at our convention may enter.

B. 
Entries must comply with all previously stated rules. These entries will be judged under the same criteria but will not be eligible for any MPPA awards other than "Best Exhibitor" award.

C.
Entry fee for exhibitors is $25.00

14. 
JUDGING

A. 
The factors considered are: Impact, Technical Quality, Presentation, and Adherence to rules.

B.         Judging will be performed by a panel of five judges, at least one alternate judge and Jury Chairman. The point system scores from 0-100 will be used. Images will be scored using the following scale: 

Exceptional........................................100-95

Superior...............................................94-90

Excellent..............................................89-85

Deserving of Merit...............................84-80




Above Average....................................79-76




Average...............................................75-74




Acceptable...........................................73-70

Unacceptable.......................................69-00

Deserving of a Review.........................78-79

C. 
Prints judged at this convention are not considered pre-judged or eligible for PPA "Seals of Approval". 

E. An automatic challenge occurs when a judge's score is 10 points above or below the average of all five judges.

F. The Jury Chairman will have the authority to decide any questions not specifically covered by these rules.  Decisions made by the Jury Chairman are final. 

15.
AWARDS

A. The General Division: 

A. "Photographer of the Year" award--- will be determined by the highest total score of the four (4) highest scored images of each entrant.  Master and Student entries are ineligible for this award.

A. "Top Ten Photographer’s in Montana" award--- will be determined numerically by using the ten highest total scores of the four (4) highest scored images of each entrant.   Master and Student entries are ineligible for this award.
A.  "Top First Time Entrant" award --- will be determined by the highest total score of the four (4) highest scored images of each entrant.  Only first time entrants are eligible for this award.

A. First, second and third place category awards--- will be awarded in ten categories (refer to section 4. Classification of Entries). Awards will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values. Only images scoring 78 or above will be considered.

A. Eligible for Kodak Gallery & Fuji Masterpiece awards.

B. The Master Photographer’s Division: 

B. "Master Photographer of the Year" award--- will be determined by the highest total score of the four (4) highest scored images of each entrant.  General and Student entries are ineligible for this award.

B. Top Five Master’s awards--- will be determined numerically by using five highest total scores of the four (4) highest scored images of each entrant General and Student entries are ineligible for this award.

B. First, second and third place category Master’s awards--- will be awarded in ten categories (refer to Masters Competition Rules, section B. 3).  Awards will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values. Only images scoring 78 or above will be considered.

B. 2nd and 3rd Place Master’s awards---- will be awarded in ten categories (refer to Masters Competition Rules, section B. 3).  Awards will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values. Only images scoring 78 or above will be considered.

B. Eligible for Kodak Gallery & Fuji Masterpiece awards.

C. The Student Division: 

C. First, second and third place Student’s awards--- ONE overall first, second and third place from highest total score of the four (4) highest scored images from each student will determine these awards. Student entries will not be eligible for other MPPA awards.

D. The Out of State Entries:
D. “Best Out of State” award--- will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values. Only images scoring 78 or above will be considered.  Out of State entries will not be eligible for other MPPA awards.

E. The Exhibitor Entries:
E. “Best Exhibitor” award--- will be determined by the panel of judges not by numeric score values. Only images scoring 78 or above will be considered.  Exhibitor entries will not be eligible for other MPPA awards.

              F.     The Kodak Gallery & Fuji Masterpiece Awards:                          


a. KODAK Gallery Award

1. Images can be captured with either a digital or film camera. 

2. All images will be considered for a Gallery Award. HOWEVER, for your image to be eligible for a Gallery Elite Award, it must either be captured or output on a KODAK PROFESSIONAL Product. 

3. Your image must receive 80 or more points during judging to be eligible for an award. 

4. Images are eligible for only one KODAK Gallery Award in a given year.

5. Your entry must be entered in your PPA state, regional or other competition based on their standard rules and submission deadlines.
b. FUJI Masterpiece Award

1. The Fujifilm Masterpiece Award is given to the best image, usually indicated by the highest score in the Portrait & Wedding category.

2.  The image must score at least an 80 out of a potential 100 points to be eligible for the award.

3.  Affix Masterpiece Award label to the back of each eligible print.

4.  At least one Fujifilm product must be used in the creation of the image.

GOOD LUCK TO ALL.  IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS REGARDING THESE RULES, PLEASE EMAIL OR PHONE.

Print Chairwoman – Amy Burkenpas--- mailto:mamy@amyburkenpas.com   (406) 581-6279

Assistant Print Chairwoman – Lisa Cetrone--- mailto:lisa@cetronestudio.com(406) 656-8110
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